Vashon Island School District Curriculum Update 2006-07
September 30, 2006

Early Release Day: Thursday, October 12th
This early release day presents an opportunity for us to come together as an entire district to examine the results of our WASL data. Time is set aside to work in district-wide groups as well as building and department/grade level groups. Please refer to your professional development matrix (in your blue staff binder). The matrix is also available online at http://vashonsd.org/curriculum/docs/Professional_Development_Matrix_0607.pdf.
Curriculum Links
The VISD Writing Guide is available at http://vashonsd.org/curriculum/index.php?/curriculum/pages/writing_curriculum/
The VISD Mathematics Guide is available at http://vashonsd.org/curriculum/index.php?/curriculum/pages/mathematics_curriculum/
The VISD Draft Reading Guide is available at http://vashonsd.org/curriculum/docs/VISD_Reading_Guide.pdf
Instructional Materials
Expenditures:

This year’s budget included a $20,000 line item to purchase instructional materials. In addition to this line item, $2600 was set aside in the “Highly Capable” (name yet to be determined) line item to purchase textbooks for advanced courses at the high school due to increased enrollment in advanced sections. Finally, PTSA has awarded three grants in the amounts of $2252, $2000, and $5000 for instructional materials related to literacy and writing. Purchasing decisions were made in cooperation with building administrators and their staff with priorities for writing, mathematics, and reading. Below is an accounting of how the money was or will be spent district-wide:
Growing with Mathematics and Everyday Mathematics Student Journals (CES)
11,563.00

Math Support Materials for the elementary LRC
1,647.00


Physics, Chemistry, Algebra and Spanish 2 textbooks (used books were purchased)
3,883.25

Spanish version of the Pre-algebra textbook
68.00

AP Calculus (2 used)
136.00

AP Calculus (14 new) and Pre-algebra (3 new)
1,456.00


The remaining $3447.00 will be spent on math materials at McMurray (purchasing the updated textbook version of the Connected Mathematics Program).

$2252 Raise Your Paddle Literacy (Granted Fall 2006)

Read Naturally (elementary LRC)
526.40

2 Sitton Word Sourcebook (grade 1, grade 5—new teachers)
273.60

Middle School Novel Sets (60-Kindred and 60-Tom Sawyer—partial amt.)
760.00

High School Novel Sets (AP English: Invisible Man, etc. –partial amt.)
691.70

TOTAL
$2,251.70

The following grant dispersements have not yet been received from PTSA, but are expected soon:

Proposal for PTSA Literacy Funds (Auction 2005):

Pre-K and K Story Books (Spanish versions)
50.00

Read Naturally for the LRC at the elementary (remaining materials)
450.00

Humanities novel sets for the middle school (remaining novels: Kindred, Tom Sawyer)
260.00

Teacher Resource Books for the middle school (reading strategies, WASL)
260.00

AP English novel sets for the high school (Hamlet, Haroun and the Sea of Stories, 
Cat’s Cradle, Crime & Punishment, The Stranger)
980.00
TOTAL
2,000.00

Proposal for PTSA Writing Funds (Auction 2005):

7 (Grades 1-5) Rebecca Sitton Sourcebooks for the elementary LRC
1000.00


(119, 125, 2-129, 2-129, 129 + 20% for S/H + T)

Show What You Know Grds. 3-5 (10-grd. 3, 7-grd. 4, 7-grd. 5)
850.00

3 class sets of Write Source 2000 (for the middle school)*
650.00

3 class sets of Elements of Writing (for the middle school)*
600.00

Show What You Know Grds. 6-8: 2 copies each (remaining amount)
260.00

6 Ways to Teach 6 Traits of Writing (for the middle school)
190.00

40 copies of Writer’s Inc. for the High School (17.75+ 20% for S/H +T)
850.00

25 copies of Advanced Placement English Dictionaries (Bedford Glossary)
600.00

TOTAL
5,000.00

*The final count may vary. Funds will be adjusted as necessary to cover costs

Procedures:

The next draft of procedure 2124P will be available mid-October. Thank you for your feedback.

There will be no further revisions to procedure 2120P at this time.

Materials Matrix:

A matrix of adopted instructional materials for general education is available at 

http://vashonsd.org/teacherweb/spencer/files/Instructional_Materials_Matrix.pdf
We plan to complete an instructional matrix for special services as well. A draft document will be available by the end of October.

Professional Development
Expenditures:
This year’s budget included a $10,000 line item for professional development. In addition to the $10,000 line item, the Link Programs receive about $1040 ($780 for FamilyLink, $260 for StudentLink) in state grants for professional development. $1,000 has been set aside for each building to use to help support/further building level goals. $7,000 has been set aside to cover expenses for district-wide professional development. $275 was spent on the materials for the staff notebooks and approximate $300 was spent on staff stipends for transition/training the new CES Computer Lab Teacher. $3,000 will be spent on the Differentiated Instruction Workshop (Part I repeat from last spring) this fall. A second Differentiated Instruction Workshop (Part II) will be offered in February or March free of charge to the district. 
For your information, the “typical” cost to send one person to one day of training is approximately $300. Costs to consider when planning for a professional development activity out of district include: registration ~ $150 for a one day training, $115.50 (105 + 10%) for a full day substitute, $11.50 ferry fare (car and driver), and ~$15 mileage. Of course, these costs can vary significantly. Please plan to share your experiences when you return—at a minimum, you will be asked to share what you learned at your monthly staff meeting.
In-district offerings:

Indelible Instruction Part I (Differentiated Instruction) by Louis Mangione, Saturday, November 4th, 2006--details to be released by mid-October (open to all, but priority given to those who were not able to attend last February)
Professional Book Club, Mondays, CES, 3:30 (open to all)
Mentor/Mentee Program (TAP), first meeting will be on Wednesday, October 18th, 3:15 pm to 4:15 pm at CES (Target audience new staff to VISD and their mentors, others may attend if interested)
If you would like to offer a clock hour class in-district this school year, please let Sue Stinson or Stephanie Spencer know by October 16th. We would like to have the calendar of offerings set for the year.
